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1.0  INTRODUCTION 
 
 
This report presents the results of an Update to a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 
conducted by American Environmental Specialists Co. (AES) in October 1996, of the property 
located at 19601 Nordhoff Street in Northridge, California (Site).  The property is occupied by 
Litton Guidance and Control Systems (Litton).  The objective of the Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment (Phase I) Update was to provide The Krausz Companies, Inc. with information 
regarding potential areas of environmental concern that may be associated with activities both on 
and in the vicinity of the Site. 

 

The information presented in this report is based on the following: 

• Site reconnaissance to identify areas of potential environmental concern on the Site; 

• Survey of the adjacent properties to see if hazardous substances were observed or if 
conditions existed which appeared likely to impact the environmental integrity of the 
Site; 

 
• A review of public records to identify sites of environmental concern on or within a 

radius of the Site as determined by ASTM; and  
 
• AES’s Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Report dated October 7, 1996. 

 
 

2.0  SITE DESCRIPTION AND CURRENT USES 
 
 
The Site is located at 19601 Nordhoff Street in Northridge, California.  The location of the Site is 
shown on Figure 1. The Site is an L-shaped parcel comprising approximately 29.5 acres.  The 
southern two-thirds of the Site is a rectangular-shaped parcel developed with the main 310,000 
square foot office and production building, an 8,000 square-foot maintenance shop, a 4,000 
square-foot storage building, a 4,450 square-foot former machine shop, chemical and other 
smaller storage buildings, and maintenance yard areas.  South of the buildings and yard areas are 
parking lots and landscaped areas along the south central and southeast portions of the Site, and a 
grapefruit orchard on the southwest portion of the Site.  The northeastern one-third of the Site is 
occupied by the main parking lot that services the Litton facility.  The layout of the Site is shown 
on Figure A.3 - Site Plan. 
 
The site is occupied by Litton Guidance and Control Systems.  The facility operation is for the 
design, production, and testing of components for guidance, identification, and control systems 
used in military aerospace applications.   
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3.0  SITE RECONNAISSANCE 
 
 
Ms. Robin Kim, an associate at AES, conducted a site reconnaissance on April 8, 1999.  Mr. 
James Wall, the facility’s environmental health and safety manager escorted us.   Photographs 
inside the facility were restricted due to the confidential nature of the facility operations.   
 
During our walk-through of the facility we observed the use, handling, storage and disposal 
practices of the various hazardous materials and other regulated and unregulated chemical 
products on the Site, with particular emphasis on those items that have changed since the October 
1996 Phase I Assessment.  We observed the main building including office, production, 
laboratory, testing and maintenance areas, the maintenance building and associated yard, the 
storage building, the chemical storage buildings and associated yard, and the emergency water 
tank area and associated pump house.  The machines and equipment in the former machine shop 
have mostly been moved to Litton’s Woodland Hills facility, and this building is currently empty 
except for a few remaining pieces of equipment. 
 
The chemical compounds we observed on the Site were essentially the same as the chemicals 
described in the October 1996 Phase I Environmental Site Assessment.  Smaller quantities of 
chemicals are used and stored primarily in the maintenance shop, the main building’s laboratory, 
testing and production areas, and three spray-paint booths.  Larger quantities of fresh and waste 
chemicals are stored in 55-gallon drums and other appropriate containers in the north and south 
units, respectively, of the chemical storage building.  The predominant chemicals observed on the 
site were isopropyl alcohol, liquid nitrogen, refrigerants, and various solvents, thinners, lacquers 
and paints.  The hazardous waste materials observed included waste alcohol, waste paint thinner 
and waste oil. Liquid nitrogen is stored in two, large above-ground storage tanks, one in the 
maintenance yard and the other in the chemical storage area yard (formerly both tanks were 
located in the area of the shipping and receiving yard), and in smaller steel tanks in the 
production and testing areas of the main building.  Two large cooling towers are located in the 
maintenance yard.  Cooling tower chemicals are stored in secondary containment structures 
surrounding the towers.   
 
Approximate 30-gallon and 70-gallon diesel, aboveground storage tanks related to back-up 
lighting and fire sprinklers systems are located in the maintenance area of the main building and 
the pump house, respectively. We did not observe evidence of underground storage tanks on the 
site, and Mr. Wall reported that there are none. 
 
All chemical compounds were observed to be properly labeled and stored in appropriate 
containers either in cabinets, on shelving, in secondary containment, and/or on concrete.  
Compounds stored directly on soil, grass, or asphalt were not observed.  Other than minor 
staining on concrete floors in some areas, evidence of leaks or spills considered to be a concern 
was not observed. Hazardous wastes are disposed of by Safety Kleen every 90 days. Mr. Wall 
reported that the wastewater permit and seven SCAQMD permits (the smallest spray paint booth 
no longer requires a permit) are updated annually or as required and are in compliance.  Material 
Safety Data Sheets are on file at the facility for each of the chemical compounds.  Housekeeping, 
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in general, was observed to be excellent, and the chemicals and wastes used, stored, generated, 
and disposed of were observed to be properly handled at the site.  At this time, the chemical 
compounds present at the Site do not appear to present an environmental concern.    
 
 

4.0  ADJACENT SITE AND VICINITY OBSERVATIONS 
 
 
The area surrounding the Site is generally commercial/retail.  To the northwest the Site is 
bordered by a vacant lot and a portion of parking lot that was formerly a part of the Litton 
facility.  The northeast portion of the Site is bordered by Prairie Street; beyond are a tennis club 
and an unnamed business that appears to do concrete casting.  The East Side of the Site is 
bordered by Shirley Avenue; beyond is the Northridge Mall, associated parking structures and a 
Sears Auto Center.  The south side of the Site is bordered by Nordhoff Street; beyond are 
restaurants, a Toyota dealership and other retail/commercial businesses.  The West Side of the 
Site is bordered by Corbin Avenue; beyond are office buildings, a Black Angus Restaurant, and a 
Home Savings Bank. 
 
The exteriors of the properties adjacent to the Site were observed for evidence of hazardous 
materials, underground storage tanks (USTs), and other environmental concerns.  Evidence of 
these items was not observed from the exteriors of the properties immediately surrounding the 
Site 
 

5.0  RECORDS SEARCH 
 
 
VISTA Environmental Solutions, Inc. (VISTA) was retained to perform an environmental 
database search for locations identified as hazardous substance and/or hazardous waste sites near 
the subject property.  The search distance from the Site was determined by ASTM standards.  
The complete VISTA report including the names and descriptions of the agency lists searched, 
the search distance from the Site, and the date the list was last updated is attached.  A summary 
of the facilities identified by VISTA’s search is summarized below. 
 
 
National Priorities List (NPL) 
 
The NPL is the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) database of uncontrolled or 
abandoned hazardous waste sites identified for priority remedial actions under the Superfund 
program.  A site must meet or surpass a predetermined hazard ranking system score, be chosen as 
a state’s top priority site, or meet three specific criteria set jointly by the US Dept of Health and 
Human Services and the US EPA in order to become an NPL site.  No NPL sites were identified 
on the VISTA report within one mile of the Site. 
 
 



 4

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Information 
System (CERCLIS) 
 
The CERCLIS list provides information on sites identified by the US EPA as known or suspected 
hazardous waste sites that may require cleanup.  One facility within a half-mile radius of the Site 
is on the US EPA CERCLIS list.  The facility, Metals Technology, Inc., is located about a half-
mile southwest of the Site.  The status of the facility is unknown, however, based on the distance 
of the facility from the Site, the facility is unlikely to impact the environmental integrity of the 
Site at this time. 
 
 
Resource Conservation & Recovery Information System (RCRIS) 
 
The US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has developed and maintained lists of 
hazardous waste generators (large and small), hazardous waste permitted 
treatment/storage/disposal facilities (TSD), and Corrective Action Sites (Corracts) in the State of 
California, pursuant to the requirements of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
(RCRA) under the Resource Conservation & Recovery Information System (RCRIS). 
 
Large generators (LG) pertain to facilities that generate more than 1,000 kilograms of hazardous 
waste per month.  Small generators (SG) pertain to facilities that generate between 100 kilograms 
and 1,000 kilograms of hazardous waste per month.  Information pertaining to the status of 
facilities is provided through the RCRA Administrative Action Tracking System (RAATS). 
 
VISTA did not identify TSD facilities within a one-half mile radius of the Site or large generators 
within an eighth-mile radius of the Site.  Two Corracts facilities were identified within one mile 
of the Site, and four facilities are on the small generator’s list within an eighth-mile radius of the 
Site. 
 
The Corracts facilities are located about one-mile west and southwest of the Site.  Both are listed 
with a low priority status, and both are unlikely to impact the environmental integrity of the Site 
at this time. 
 
The Litton facility, identified as Teledyne Systems, is listed as a small quantity generator.  Three 
other facilities within an eighth-mile of the Site are also identified.  There are no reported 
environmental problems associated with the listed facilities, and they are unlikely to impact the 
environmental integrity of the Site at this time.  
 
 
Emergency Response Notification System (ERNS) 
 
The ERNS reporting system is a national database used to collect information on reported 
releases of oil and hazardous substances including the spill location, the substance released, and 
the responsible party.  No ERNS listings were identified on the VISTA within one-eight mile of 
the Site. 
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Annual Work Plan (AWP)/CalSites Database 
 
The CalSites database contains information on sites in California where hazardous substances 
have been released, or where the potential for such a release exists.  The VISTA Report classifies 
Annual Work Plan sites (equivalent to State NPL) as SPL; all other CalSites listings (includes 
ASPIS) are classified as SCL.  The VISTA report did not identify SPL or SCL listings within a 
one-mile radius of the Site. 
 
 
California Solid Waste Information System (SWIS) 
 
The SWIS database consists of open, closed, and inactive solid waste disposal facilities and 
transfer stations pursuant to the Solid Waste Management and Resource Recovery Act of 1972.  
VISTA also searched a database provided by Los Angeles County Public Health Investigations, 
Hazardous Material Control Program for Los Angeles County Landfills and Transfer Stations.  
VISTA did not identify facilities on these databases within a one-half mile radius of the Site.  
 
 
California Leaking Underground Storage Tank (LUST) Report 
 
The California State Water Resources Control Board, in cooperation with the Office of 
Emergency Services, compiles lists of all reported leaks of hazardous substances from 
underground storage tanks in the State of California.  The nine regional boards maintain 
information on the reported leak cases within their jurisdiction, including those where the 
regional board and where other local agencies take the lead in overseeing investigations and 
remedial actions.  The nine regional lists are published as one database named LUST. 
 
VISTA identified six LUST facilities within a one-half mile radius of the Site.  The State has 
closed the files for four of the facilities.  The two remaining facilities are a quarter mile or more 
from the Site.  Based on the status and locations of the identified facilities, they are unlikely to 
impact the environmental integrity of the Site at this time.   
 
 
California Registered Underground Storage Tank Report (UST) 
 
The UST Report is a listing of all registered underground storage tanks located within the State 
of California.  VISTA identified three UST facilities within a quarter-mile radius of the Site.  
None of the facilities are on the LUST list and there are no reported environmental problems 
associated with the three facilities.  They are unlikely to impact the environmental integrity of the 
Site at this time. 
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6.0  CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

 
Based on a visual assessment of the site, a search of federal, state, and local records, and a review 
of AES’ Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Report, AES concludes the following: 
 

• Evidence of USTs or hazardous material impacts to the Site’s environmental integrity 
were not observed during the Site reconnaissance. 

 
• The fresh and waste chemicals used, stored, and generated at the Site were observed to be  

properly handled, stored, labeled and disposed of. 
 
• Evidence of activities likely to impact the environmental integrity of the site were not 

observed from a drive-by of the exteriors of the properties immediately surrounding the 
Site to the north, south, east and west. 

 
• The facilities identified on federal, state and local agency databases did not appear likely 

to impact the environmental integrity of the Site at this time. 
 
Based on the findings of this assessment, AES does not recommend additional assessment of the 
Site. 
 
 

7.0  LIMITATIONS 
 
 
This report has been prepared by American Environmental Specialists, Inc. (AES) for the 
exclusive use of The Krausz Companies, Inc.  Our professional services have been performed 
using that degree of care and skill ordinarily exercised under similar circumstances by other 
environmental professionals practicing in this field at this time.  No other warranty, express or 
implied, is made as to the professional advice in this report.  Any use of or reliance on this report 
by a third party shall be at such a party’s sole risk. 
 
AES can offer no assurances and assumes no responsibility for Site conditions or activities that 
were outside the scope of the inquiry requested by The Krausz Companies, Inc. as outlined in this 
document.  It should be understood that AES has relied on the accuracy of documents, oral 
information, and other material and information provided by The Krausz Companies, Inc. and 
other associated parties.  It is recognized that regulatory requirements may change, including the 
revision of accepted action levels, which could necessitate a review of the discussion, findings, 
recommendations, or conclusions of this report.  Any subsequent modification, revision or 
verification of this report must be provided in writing to AES. 


























































